WINNING POEMS OF THE 2011 GATHA LYRICS CONTEST 

The top prize was awarded to Mrs. Carrie Kawamoto of Mililani Hongwanji Mission for her poem, Buddha’s Great Light.

BUDDHA’S GREAT LIGHT

Carrie Kawamoto

In times of difficulty

I say Namo Amida Butsu,

Doing my best with a calm heart,

Thankful for my life as it’s given,

Living in embrace of Buddha’s Great Light

Of Wisdom and Compassion.

In times of gratitude

I say Namo Amida Butsu,

Doing good, no matter how small,

Reaching out with a warm heart,

Always in embrace of Buddha’s Great Light

Of Wisdom and Compassion.

With hands of heart in gassho

I say Namo Amida Butsu,

Spreading spirit of living with brave hearts,
Spreading spirit of caring, helping others.
Buddha’s Great Light shines into all hearts.
Namo Amida Butsu.
Runner-up prizes were awarded to Ms. Mari Murakami of Hawaii Betsuin for Buddha’s Teaching Everywhere and to Mrs. Jean Saito of Kamuela Hongwanji Mission for My River.

BUDDHA’S TEACHING EVERYWHERE

Mari Murakami

1.  In my heart what do I hear?

In my heart what do I see?

What I hear and what I see

is Buddha’s teaching everywhere.

In my heart what do I feel?

In my heart what do I say?

What I feel and what I say

is Buddha’s teaching everywhere.

Chorus:

Namu Amida Butsu,

put your hands together too.

Namu Amida Butsu

means ‘Mida Buddha is with me.

2.  When I am at school each day,

church on Sunday, home at play,

fam’ly, friends and teachers say

“It’s Buddha’s teaching everywhere.”

Always standing by my side,

with compassion, smiling bright,

kindness with a gentle voice

he’s Buddha teaching everywhere  

[chorus]

3.  Now my heart is open wide.

Filled with Buddha’s shining light,

Nembutsu is what I find

with Buddha’s teaching everywhere.

In Gassho with gratitude,

I see light of wisdom true.

Namu Amida Butsu

is Buddha’s teaching everywhere.   

[chorus]

Coda:

Amida Buddha is with me.

MY RIVER

Jean Saito

Like a river.....

You come to my mind.

Your words flow in,

my thoughts to find.

Like a river.....

You come to my ears.

And then your words,

I hear, I hear.

Like a river.....

You come to my hands.

Your work I spread,

Across the lands.

Like a river.....

You enter my heart.

And then I know,

And then I know.

And now I know,

Amida’s love.

His words my river,

now mine to share.

And share I will,

His words to know.

His love like a river.....

Will flow and flow!

